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   The on-air and print coverage of the civil unions and gun control legislation is telling of just what has priority in the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly. But a close look at all the bills introduced to date reveals some really significant and interesting legislation. “Food for thought” from a recent Texas visitor who opined after being informed that Colorado’s legislature meets every year for 120 days – the Texas legislature meets for 90 days every other year! 

House Bill 13-1006:  With the improving state budget, Colorado’s kids are in a position to receive increased meals if HB 1006 passes and is enacted. The bill would be effective beginning in Fiscal Year 2014-15.  

   Created by HB 1006 is the “Breakfast After the Bell Nutrition Program,” which “requires every school with 70 percent or more students eligible for free or reduced lunch to offer a free breakfast to each student enrolled in the school. 

   Meals served in the School Breakfast Program throughout the United States must meet U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) guidelines. 

   Expenditures by the state of Colorado to implement the provisions of HB 1006 as introduced will result in additional expenditures of $28,215,183.00 in Fiscal Year 2014-15. The major component of that amount, $27,780,035.00 will be reimbursed to schools by the USDA. Colorado’s share, payable from Colorado’s General Fund, will total $435,148.00. 

   Implementation of HB 1006 means an additional 91,720 students in 386 schools across 55 districts will receive “breakfast after the bell” in Fiscal Year 2014-15. Qualification of students for the program is dependent on their family income reported on the Free and Reduced Meal Application through the Colorado Department of Education. 

Sponsors of House Bill 13-1006:  Representatives Dominick Moreno (D-Adams) 866-2964, and Thomas Exum (D-El Paso) 866-3069; Senator Angela Giron (D-Pueblo) 866-4878. 
House Bill 13-1081:  Bills on sex education always provide for lively debate under the gold dome, and HB 1081 probably will not disappoint this session. 
   HB 1081 creates yet another new grant program, new programs always being plentiful when the Democrats are in charge in the General Assembly. The “Comprehensive Human Sexuality Education Grant Program” in the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), if passed and enacted as introduced, is tasked with providing grant money to school districts choosing to implement sex education programs aligned with the bill’s provisions and guidelines: 

· expands the criteria for developing content standards for human sexuality education in public K-12 schools; 

· requires school districts and charter schools offering a planned curriculum in sex education must maintain content standards that align with the expanded definition in the bill, unless said curriculum is provided as part of comprehensive health education programs offered pursuant to the Colorado Comprehensive Health Education Act (CHEA); and

· excludes districts that, as of Fiscal Year 2013-14, receive federal funding for provision of an abstinence education program. 
   HB 1081 also creates the Interagency Youth Sexual Health Team to act as an oversight entity to provide assistance in recommending rules, administering grants, evaluating school district applications and making awards. “Membership must include representatives from the CDPHE, the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF), the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) and the Department of Human Services (DHS),” tasked with making an annual assessment of opportunities for federal and state funding for the program and inform eligible agencies of availability. 
   The program is to be funded through public or private gifts, grants or donations made to the CDPHE from any money appropriated to the fund by the General Assembly, but General Fund money may not be appropriated. HB 1081 does allow the CDPHE to seek, accept and spend federal money, as well as other gifts, grants and donations to implement the grant program. 
   Under current law, parents must opt in programs offering sex education as part of programs authorized under CHEA, but if HB 1081 passes and is enacted as introduced, parents will have to opt-out by providing written notice to school districts in advance. 

   Provisions in the bill require that the Colorado Department of Education identify additional instructional programs that may be used in CHEA curriculum. 

   Fund requirements to implement HB 1081 are significant -- $2.4 million in federal funds or private donations beginning in Fiscal Year 2013-14, for which no amount of federal or private donations have been identified.

Sponsors of House Bill 13-1081:  Representative Crisanta Duran (D-Denver) 866-2925; Senator Nancy Todd (D-Arapahoe) 866-3432. 

House Bill 13-1089:  HB 1089, if passed and enacted as introduced, would create two acts in Article 15, Title 22 of the Colorado Revised Statutes:  K-12 Academic Freedom Act and Higher Education Act. 

   The legislative declaration for each act is identical:  “An important purpose of science education is to inform students about scientific evidence and to help students develop critical thinking skills necessary to become intelligent, productive and scientifically informed citizens. The General Assembly further finds that the teaching of some scientific subjects, such as biological evolution, the chemical origins of life, global warming, and human cloning, can cause controversy and that some teachers may be unsure of the expectations concerning how they may present information on such subjects.” 
   “The Acts urge all education professionals in public K-12 and higher education to create an environment for students that encourages scientific questioning, critical thinking skills and the ability to respond appropriately and respectfully to differences of opinion on controversial issues in science education. Teachers in K-12 and higher education must not be prohibited from helping students understand, analyze, critique and objectively review the strengths and weaknesses of scientific theories covered in a given course.” 

   HB 1089 imposes a deadline of no later than the start of the 2013-14 school year for public schools and state institutions of education for notification of the provisions of the Acts. 

Sponsors of House Bill 13-1089:  Representative Stephen Humphrey (R-Weld) 866-2943; Senator Scott W. Renfroe (R-Weld) 866-4451.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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